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Government Parcels Office, and got two of his sons into a lycee.    This conduct needs no remark.
All Augereau's duels did not end thus.    According to a most  absurd   usage, ancient feuds existed between  certain regiments, the cause of which was often pretty much forgotten, but which were handed down from one generation to another, and gave rise to duels whenever those corps met. Thus the Luneville gendarmes and the carabineers had been at war for more than half a century, although in all this period   they had  not  seen  each other.     At  last,  at the beginning of Louis XVI.'s reign, these two bodies were summoned to the camp at Compi&gne; so to show that they were no  less   brave  than   their   predecessors,   carabineers   and gendarmes resolved to  fight, and the custom was of such ancient date that the chiefs felt bound to wink at it.   However, in order to avoid too great bloodshed, they contrived to make a regulation that there should be only one duel.    Each corps was to appoint a combatant to represent it, and after that there should be a truce.    As the self-esteem of each side required that the selected champion should be victorious, the carabineers picked out their twelve best swordsmen, Augereau being among them, and it was agreed to choose by lot the one to whom the honour of the regiment should be entrusted. The lot was that day even blinder than  usual, for it fell upon a sergeant named Donnadieu  who had five children. Augereau remarked that they ought not to have put among the papers one bearing the name of a father of a family, and demanded to act as his substitute.    Donnadieu declared that as the lot had fallen on him he would go out; Augereau insisted.    At last the generous contest was terminated by the meeting accepting Augereau's proposal.     They soon learnt who was the combatant chosen by the gendarmes, and it only remained to bring the adversaries together, so that a shadow of a quarrel might furnish a pretext for the meeting.
Angereau's adversary was a terrible man, an excellent swordsman and a professional duellist, who, to keep his hand in while waiting, had in the previous days killed two sergeants of the Garde Franpaise. Augereau, without lettingained him a very good post in. then hostilities.
